


Monitoring should measure:

Forage Production Plant Composition
Soil Cover













In a 2ft2frame, (x)grams X 48 = |b/acre







(1 - (Outside Wt/ Inside Wt )) X 100 = % Utilization

Use inside cage and outside cage information to establish
and adjust stocking rates




Plant Composition and Ground Cover -
estimates by modified step point method




10



11



Annual monitoring reveals plant species
composition trends

Annual monitoring reveals plant species
composition trends
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Groundcover — use photopoints to take a
picture from a transect marker toward a
distinct landscape feature

Also take a picture of a sample frame at the
transect marker
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Mark key areas and compare before and
after samples and photos
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fast and easy measure of plant density
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Predictability of End of Year Yield from
Precipitation Intervals - 35 Years

May- Jun- May- Apr- Prior AprPY
Jun  Jul Jul Sept 2yrs -Apr

0.11 0.30 048 0.25 046 052 0.00 0.07

y =136.7x + 285
r#=0.61

10 20
Precipitation (inches)

Predictability of End of Year Yield from
Precipitation Intervals - 35 Years

May- Jun- May- Apr- Prior AprPY
Jun  Jul Jul

y =90.9x + 2657
. rr=0.11

10 15
Precipitation (inches)
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Predictability of End of Year Yield from
Precipitation Intervals - 35 Years

OctPY- OctPY- May- Apr- Prior AprPY
Jul Sept 2yrs -Apr

0.61 0.11

10
Precipitation (inches)
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Drought Planning

Establish moderate recommended
stocking rates as a baseline

Manage for greater plant vigor
and soil cover

Diversify with stocker cattle

Set critical dates for destocking

Monitor rainfall

Monitor range production & utilization
Early weaning

Early culling
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